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Freshman Class Service Project:  The Christmas Store
(Located at 1435 N. Illinois St., Third Floor) 46202 
The Catholic Charities Christmas Store served 592 families in 2008 and plans to serve even more this year.  The families are referred to the store by many Indianapolis social service agencies.  They are invited to shop and, if possible, pay $2.00 per person in their family, maximum $10, for the opportunity to pick out two outfits, underwear, socks, gloves, hat, two toys, a Christmas stocking for each child and a household item for each family.  They select their choices from new merchandise which has been donated by local schools, churches, and businesses.  Shopping and organizing for the Christmas store is a year long process that involves many volunteers.
Ways the Freshman Class will organize Cathedral help:

1. Socks Drive In conjunction with the October 14, 2009 Freshman Day of Recollection, a sock drive will be held for the Christmas Store.  The freshmen will be asked to bring their donation of socks to the gathering in the morning, commencing first in the cafeteria.  Irene Snyder suggests that ladies’ socks are particularly needed this year, but they also need socks for boys, girls, and men.

2. Help Make Christmas Stockings.  Using a pattern provided by the Christmas Store, freshmen are invited to actually purchase green felt and stitch stockings to be used by the Christmas Store.  Every family needs Christmas stockings at Christmas! Over 2,000 felt Christmas stockings need to be prepared the Christmas.  Freshmen can organize a group of freshmen, or perform this individually, to cut out and stitch green felt Christmas stockings (with a white cuff trim).  These stockings would be due by November 15th for the Christmas Store.   Each interested freshman may pick up a sample stocking and pattern from Mrs. Halstead’s Service Outreach office. You may turn in a service hour form for the time you spend preparing and stitching the stockings. 

3. Stuffing the Christmas Stockings.  Over 2,000 felt Christmas stockings now

  need to be stuffed with Christmas coloring books and other items. Our freshmen will
  assemble these stockings during a work session on Thursday, Nov 19, 2009.  It is a
  half day due to our Cathedral Open House and a Cathedral bus will be used to
  transport a group of 16 students to assemble stockings.  These 16 students will meet in
  the SLC Commons at 11:50 AM to have pizza.  We will leave Cathedral by bus at 12:15 to
  go to the Christmas Store in the Xavier Building downtown at 1435 N. Illinois St. to help 
  prepare Christmas stockings for each of the disadvantaged families between 1-3:25 PM.  We 
  will work at the Christmas Store from 1-3:25 PM and then return to Cathedral at 3:50, as
  many students will be assisting with the Open House.  An email reminder will be sent to 
  each participant and an authorizing permission slip will be required.  Each student should 
  bring $4.00 for pizza at lunch.  Three (3) adults will chaperone the freshmen. Email
  your interest to Mrs. Halstead at chalstead@cathedral-irish.org.  Also see a 
  description of  the Freshman Class project on the class service webpage on the
  Cathedral website.
4. Another November work opportunity.  Unlimited number of freshmen students may
  volunteer to help on Friday, November 20, to work after school in the SLC Commons to bag
  Nativity gift sets or ornaments for the families who will shop at the store.  Freshmen 
  students should also bring money for a snack if desired.   Meet in the Commons at 2:30
  PM.   We will complete this work about 5:15 in time for 5:30 PM pick-up rides for home. 
5. Freshmen Service  - Assisting Client Shopping at the Christmas Store
  Saturdays, December 5th and December 12th.   There are two dates when freshmen 
  students will physically go the Christmas Store to assist the referred families with shopping
  and also re-stock the store for the following day. Transportation will be provided and
  chaperones will be there to assist the students.   An email reminder will be sent to the
  participants.  On these Saturdays, up to 10 students should meet at the flag pole at Kelly
  Hall at 1:10 for the 1:15 departure to ride with other parents to the Christmas Store. We will 
  return at 6:30 PM. Please bring a parent permission slip.  Interested parents are kindly
  needed to help with this activity please as there are other class service projects taking place
  on these Saturdays as well. 
     
  6.   Freshmen Parent Service  - Assisting Shoppers or Sorting Donations

  Adult volunteers are especially welcome on the weekdays that the store is open to   
  help assist clients or store operations in shifts from 8:30 to noon or 11:30 to 4:00. 
  This is a special Christmas gift of your time that would enable you to help the 
  disadvantaged families during this Holiday season.  Or, if you desire a shorter 
  commitment, you can volunteer to perform back room sorting for two hour shifts.
  Simply contact Irene Snyder at iupt75@yahoo.com or 317-726-0807 to sign up.
  And bless you for your assistance so richly given during this busy month.  (The
  Christmas Store will be open on December 2,3,5,7,9,10,12,14,16 and 19th.)

7.   Work after the month of December-  Jan 14, Feb 11, March 4 & April 12
  The Christmas store immediately starts getting ready for the next year as soon as 
  Christmas is over.  Work dates of Thursday, Jan 14, Thursday, Feb 11, Thursday, 
  March 4, and Monday, April 12 have been set up so that groups of 6 students or less  
  can leave right after school and arrive downtown to help in various tasks from 3:45
  to 5:45.  Transportation will be provided and chaperones will be asked to help volunteer to
  assist the students.   An email reminder will be sent to the participants.  You should meet in
  the SLC at 3:15 to leave for the Store.  You will complete your work around 5:45 and be
  back to Cathedral by 6:15 PM. Please bring money for pizza on the way down and bring
  parent permission slips.  This work opportunity has been set up from January to April so
  that students who cannot participate in December have an opportunity to help in the store to
  prepare for next year.
8.   Work during the summer

  Cathedral students are invited to help organize any Wednesday during the summer
        during the hours of 10-1.  Simply call Mrs. Irene Snyder first to ensure that a work
        session is taking place.  Her cell phone number is 374 8640 or email
        iupt@yahoo.com  

Please contact Mrs. Halstead, Service Outreach Director, with questions about this Freshman Class Service project at 968-7317, or via email at chalstead@cathedral-irish.org.   Participation in this project is elective.  It provides an opportunity for our freshmen to have fun with their 2013 classmates while extending an important helping hand to disadvantaged families.  We welcome all freshmen to assist with this important class outreach for the Indianapolis community.
